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Names:

Directions: In partner pairs (yes, only pairs! No groups of 3 or more!), pick 2 out of the 3 articles. Then, write a 1 paragraph summary of each that includes a quote you feel most exemplifies the ides the article is discussing. After, answer the questions at the end of the answer space. 

Is Juvenile Justice Beyond Repair?
Summary: 

Quote: 
Imprisoned as Teens, Speaking Out as Free Men for Change in Juvenile System

Summary:

Quote
Trying to Fix America's Broken Juvenile Justice System
Summary

Quote:

What Are the Implications of Adolescent Brain Development for Juvenile Justice?

Summary:

Quote:

Identify three major problems occurring within the Juvenile Justice system.  Then, propose a (serious solutions only, please) solution to these problems.  

1. 

2. 

3. 








Name ________________

Juvenile Justice Vocabulary

1. corporal punishment-
2. parens patriae

3. delinquent offenders-

4. status offenders-

5. PINS-

6. CRA-

7. neglected children’s case-

8. abused children’s case-

9. parental responsibility laws-

10. contributing to the delinquency of a minor-

11. age of majority-

12. Gault case-

13. In re Winship (1970)-

14. McKeiver v. Pennsylvania (1971)-

15. Taking into Custody-

16. Intake-

17. waiver hearing (171)-

18. initial (detention) hearing-

19. preventive detention-

20. adjudicatory hearing-

21. dispositional hearing-

23. aftercare-








Name ________________

Juvenile Justice Worksheet

Directions. In the following situations, decide whether the person should be tried as a juvenile or transferred to criminal court and tried as an adult. Explain your reasons for your decisions and what factors you considered in your decision.

1. Erik, age 15, is accused of robbing an 86 year old woman at gunpoint. He has a long juvenile record, including acts of burglary, and brags about the robbery.

2. Austin, age 17, is accused of killing a pedestrian while driving a stolen car. He has never been in trouble before, is remorseful about the killing, and claims that he planned to return the car after a short joyride.

3. Jacob, age 14, is accused of selling drugs for his older brother. According to the police, one day a customer stole the money Jacob had collected for his older brother. The police claim that Jacob then stabbed the customer with a knife. He has been arrested twice before, but the charges were dropped.

4. Peter, age 12, has been bullied by Danny a 22 year old known shoplifter. After Danny picked on Peter the last time, Peter warned Danny to watch himself, “cuz trouble is comin’ your way.” The following week Danny is shot in the back of the head outside of a party store. Witnesses stated to the police that they saw Peter across the street aiming what looked like a rifle at Danny.

5. Ramiya, age 13, has had several smoking tickets issued to her over the past three months. Her mother catches her smoking in the house and begins yelling at her. Ramiya in response begins yelling in return calling her mother several foul names and threatens to runaway. Ramiya leaves the house and doesn’t return that evening or the next day.

The Case of Gerald Gault


Gerald Gault, age 15, was taken into custody and accused of making an obscene phone call to a neighbor. At the time, Gerald was taken into custody, his parents were at work, and the police did not notify them of what had happened to their son. Gerald was placed in a detention center. When his parents finally learned that he was in custody, they were told that there would be a hearing on the next day, but they were not told the nature of the complaint against their son.


Mrs. Cook, the woman who had complained about the phone call, did not show up at the hearing. Instead, a police officer testified to what he had been told by Mrs. Cook. Gerald blamed the call on a friend and denied making the obscene remarks. No lawyers were present, and no record was made of what was said at the hearing.


The hearing was before a judge, who found by the preponderance of the evidence that Gerald was delinquent and ordered him sent to a state reform school until age 21. An adult found guilty of the same crime could have been sent to county jail for no longer than 60 days.

1. Make lists of the fair and unfair things that happened to Gerald Gault, based upon your notes on the Juvenile Justice System. Explain your reasoning for each item.

2. How would you change the unfair things that you listed? Why is it important to change these things?

3. What rights that adults have were not granted in the Gault decision?

4. Do you agree with the Gault decision? Why or Why not? 

5. Do you think Gerald Gault’s hearing would have turned out differently if he had been given the rights he was entitled to as a juvenile? Why or Why not?

