     Law: Research Project

The project will require you to research a topic of your choice that relates to law.  You will report your findings in genres (forms of writing).  You must create two different genres to explain two aspects of your topic.  The genres you select should present information about each aspect of your topic thoroughly, creatively and in your own words.  Each of your genres should look and sound like the genre you are representing.

Step 1:  Choose a topic, then find 2 aspects that relate to the topic.  For example:

Topic                                                            Aspects 

Criminal Law                                           Victims of crimes, Juvenile crimes

Prisons                                                      Federal v State, Rehabilitation in prisons

Juvenile Justice                                        Prisons, Types of crimes juveniles commit

Civil Law                                                 Discrimination, Guaranteed Freedoms

THESE ARE NOT YOUR ONLY OPTIONS
Step 2:  Research your topic and find information about all aspects that relate to your topic.  You are required to find 6-7 pages of information about each aspect (total of 12-14 pages of information).   Read and take notes on the research that you find for the two aspects.  Print out the research material, highlight and take notes on all of the main points.

Step 3:  Review your notes and create a different genre for each aspect.  The genres must include the majority of main points from your research.   You are required to complete 2 genres, one per aspect. 

Examples of genres:

Letters

Campaign speeches 

Dialogues

Newscasts

Children’s book

Interviews

Fiction

Diary entries

Advice columns

Serious cartoon strip

Persuasive essay

Board games

** If you choose a genre that is not listed you must approve the genre with the teacher.

Step 4:  Create a works cited page for each aspect, see enclosed outline.

Step 5:  Share your favorite genre with the class.  

Step 6:  Your project is the week before finals. Your law research project should be organized, creative and arranged in the following order.  

Aspect 1

Genre

Research & notes

Works cited

Aspect 2

Genre

Research and notes

Works cited

The law final project will take the place of a final exam.  During final exams week you will present one of your genres and research to the class.

Points

Aspect 1: Genre, research & notes, works cited     60 points

Aspect 2: Genre, research & notes, works cited     60 points

Presentation   20 points

Total 140 points  

LAW – Final project rubric –
Name_______________________ 
Aspect______________________________________________________

Research: _____ 20 points

· 20 Your piece includes all of the research that relates to your aspect. Research notes are attached (6-7 pages).  Side notes and comments are included in all of your research.

· 15 Your piece includes the majority of  research that relates to your aspect.  The majority of research notes are attached, missing some notes / highlighted information.

· 10 Your piece includes some research for this aspect.  Some research notes are attached, missing many notes.

· 5 Your piece includes little research on the aspect.  Little research is attached, missing the majority of notes.

· 4- 0 Your piece does not show research.  Research is not attached. Missing notes/comments.

Creativity / Quality:  _____15 points

· 15 Your piece captures the genre you are representing perfectly.  It is creative and aesthetically pleasing.

· 12 Your piece resembles the genre you are representing: it appears to be put together with effort.

· 9 Your piece has some characteristics of the genre you are representing; it appears to be put together with some effort.

· 6 Your piece has few characteristics of the genre you are representing: it appears to be put together with little effort.

· 5-0 Your piece does not resemble a new genre.

Synthesis of Information: _____15 points

· 15 The information you include in your piece has been synthesized: you have understood the information; the information is expressed in your own words.

· 12 Your piece depicts an understanding of the information, but the information is not fully synthesized (put into your own words).

· 9 Your piece includes information: but he information is only somewhat synthesized.

· 6 Your piece lacks information; little information if synthesized.

· 5-0 Your piece includes no information and/or does not depict an understanding of the information.

Mechanics: _____5 points

· 5 Your piece is free of mechanical errors; spelling, punctuation, and grammar are correct.

· 4 Your piece contains few mechanical errors.

· 3 Your piece contains many mechanical errors.

· 2 The mechanical errors in this piece make it difficult to read.

· 1-0 You did not create a genre (mechanical errors cannot be graded).

Works Cited:  ______  5 points

· 5 All sources are listed in the works cited page. The author, date, title, website address are included for each source. 

· 3 Few of the sources or required information are included in your works cited page. Your works cited page includes little resources used for the project. 
· 2-0 A work cited page is not included. Or the majority of information is missing from the works cited page.
Total       _____________60 points
Presentation

On the last day of class the students will share their project with the class.

20 points:  The presentation includes an explanation of how each genre relates to a specific legal concept. Share one of the genres with the class and discuss the legal concepts that you researched. 
The presentation should be 3-5 minutes in length.
15 point: The presentation included the majority of the requirements.

10 points: The presentation included some of the requirements.

5 points: The presentation included few of the requirements.

4-0 points: The presentation included little to no information about specific legal concepts that relate to the research.

FINAL PROJECT - TOTAL POINTS = 140
