Mr. Gottliebsen 
Intro to Law Syllabus
International Baccalaureate
Social Studies forms a perfect marriage with the ideals of the IB program.  International mindedness, inquiry-based learning, respect and understanding of our diverse world are core to our classroom philosophy.  We will also emphasize the ten attributes of active IB learners. 
Intro to Law Objectives:


To provide a basic understanding of the American Law System, how it was developed, types of crimes against people and property, tort law, and consumer law. To complete this task the class will be using a variety of interactive activities. Students will be interacting with the teacher and each other regularly throughout the semester. It is my goal to develop student understanding of their rights under the law, as well as develop a sense of “what could be” in terms of reforms in the legal system. 
Academic Expectations:


* Bring all materials to class and be prepared to learn. 
* Attend class every day.


* Be on time (in the classroom before the bell rings). 

* Be responsible for materials.


* Turn in assignments on time.



* Participation is expected.


* Respect yourself and others in the room.


* DO YOUR BEST AND A LITTLE EXTRA

Contacting Me:


Please feel free to ask me for assistance at any time. The door to my classroom is always open should you need to discuss assignments, projects, grades, or other issues. Contact me by using the tools below:


7:00 – 7:30 in room 6235 (before school) or 2:30 – 3:15 (after school)

I can also be reached at the following email address: gottlie@aaps.k12.mi.us

Messages may also be sent to me via our google classroom portal, which you will register in
Homework/Classwork:


Classwork will take on many forms: cooperative learning, individual and collaborative work. Some of your work will be collected and graded, some will be collected and reviewed, and some won’t be collect3ed at all. However, you are still responsible for completing the assignment. Most homework will take the form of completing assignments not completed in class.

Late Assignments:


It is your responsibility to keeping, collecting, and completing assignments assigned. 

· I practice a 5 school day late policy for most assignments. If due on a Friday, they have until the next Friday to turn it in for potential full credit. 
· Major assignments – summative assessments – do NOT have this late policy
Projects:


There will be mini-projects assigned to students during the course of the semester.

Participation:


There will be a participation grade for this class. Points possible vary each marking period depending on instruction. Students earn points by attending class, participating in discussions, and other class activities without being told to do so.

Electronic devices may be used as directed
Doing homework from other classes is generally frowned upon
Units and Basic Timeline (subject to change) 

Unit 1:  Introduction to Law (2-3 weeks) 

This unit provides a basic philosophical and historical introduction to the concept of what a law is, how laws came to be and what role laws play in the life of students.  Exercises also include crafting a law and debating what qualities laws ought to contain. 

Unit 2: Criminal Law and Process  (5-7 weeks) – Guiding media: My Cousin Vinnie
This unit introduces the criminal justice system, from which crimes in particular are considered to be “criminal” rather ran “civil” as well as touching on crimes against people (including rape and murder).  Exercises include evaluating current laws and extrapolating crime data to understand the current state of criminal law in the US. We will explore courtroom procedure and the pathway from a criminal act being initiated to its end result of a verdict. Students will perform a mock trial as well as, if interested, visit the city courthouse and observe court procedure.
Unit 3: Prison Systems (2-3 weeks) – Guiding media: The 13th

This unit explores the concept of punishment vs. penitence through the eyes of the penal system, both here in the US and abroad.  What should prisons or punishment systems look like?  What should their purpose be?  How should we, as humans, treat those who have broken societal contracts – laws – in a fair and humane manner? 

Unit 4: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties (2-3 weeks) – Guiding Media: Snowden 

This unit introduces how the US system of laws has fared in the face of reality. How has our system of justice treated minorities, responded to national emergencies and evolved with the times? Has our justice lived up to its potential?  
Unit 5: Juvenile Justice (1-2 weeks) – Guiding media: various short documentaries

This unit touches on the topic of juveniles in the justice system.  Their rights, their place, how juveniles are treated, and how to best formulate a procedure of treatment for juveniles. This also explores juveniles rights under the law, as it pertains to high school students. 
Final Project: (1 week)

Students will be asked to create a cumulative assignment that touches on various aspects of law that personal resonated with them during the course of this semester.  This project can be multi-media, and will cover at least two of the major topics mentioned above in our units. 

 Extra Credit
To signify that you actually read this syllabus with your parent guardian, and to receive 5 bonus extra credit points, you and your parent/guardian should form a heart with one hand each in the syllabus selfie (your hand and your parent/guardian’s hand each form half of the heart).  
