Prisons Web Activity





Name:
Prison reform is a hot issue today and there is a great deal of conflict over what prisoners' rights should be.  In this project, you will be exploring the opposing viewpoints on this topic, evaluating statistics, and reading about life in International prisons.  As a class, we will be working to create a handbook of "Prisoners' Rights" in a prison.  Class members will take the following roles: victim, prison warden, politician, taxpayer, or prisoner. Though you may have strong feelings based upon the research you do, our class must reach consensus on the handbook.

Students will research prisoners’ rights today from a specific perspective as you assume 1 of the following 5 roles: victim, prison warden, politician, taxpayer, or prisoner.  Students will write individual proposals for a “Prison handbook” and then debate the issues until consensus is reached.
Directions:

1.  As a class, we will assign roles. 

2.  Examine the Web-based and print resources (Google scholar or news aggregation sites are a good resource) to discover what the issues are from your unique point of view.  Examine issues based on the overarching question of “What is the ultimate goal of imprisonment?” 

3.  Create an outline of rights prisoners should have in the newly created prison.  Write a statement summarizing your point of view.  Use a Google doc for this. Be sure to include a bibliography of the resources used. These should be from a variety of formats: websites, magazines, newspaper articles, books, etc. 

4.  Meet with the other members of your role to discuss what additions you want in the handbook and come to a consensus.
5.  Present your "demands" to the class using a class Google doc. Take notes while the other members of your group present their outlines.
5.  We will debate as a class.
6.  After reaching consensus, create a presentation of the group's Prisoners Rights Handbook to the class at-large using PowerPoint, Google Slides, Posters, or another format approved by the teacher.
Prison Web Activity

What is my role?__________________________

In a brief statement, what do I (as my role) think the ultimate goal of imprisonment is? 

Access the UN statement: Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Broadly speaking, should prisoners have any of these rights denied or restricted?  Why or why not? 

Guiding questions 

What special considerations should political prisoners (where the “victim” is often the state) get, if any? 

What special considerations should “heinous” criminals receive, if any? 

Should punishment, rehabilitation, confinement, etc., be the primary mode of punishment for criminals?  Should “punishment” even be a goal? 

How ought a prisoners’ psychological and physical wellbeing be addressed while imprisoned? 
What considerations for prisoners who might be incarcerated wrongly should be provided (appeals process, access to law materials…)

How should physical or psychological punishment be used, including the death penalty? 
