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Cases About Rape & Sexual Harassment

Directions. For each case below, assume the following 1). The man and the woman have had sexual intercourse, 2). The woman later reports the activity to the police, and 3). The man contends that the woman consented. Should the man be prosecuted? Explain your reasoning.

1. At midnight, a man breaks into the home of a woman he does not know. He goes to her bedroom, awakens her, pulls out a knife, and threatens to stab her unless she has sex with him. She tells him that she does not want to have sex. But then says, “If you are going to do this, you had better use a condom.” He agrees. 

2. In the above situation the man is an ex-husband. Does this change the situation? Why? Why not?

3. A famous boxer serves as a judge at a beauty contest. After the contest, he invites an 18-year-old contestant to his room. She meets him there. Later, she says he forced her to have sex.

4. A male high school student, aged 17, and a female high school student, aged 14, go out on a date. After attending a party, they agree to have intercourse in the backseat of his car. The next day, he brags about this to his buddies at school, and she goes to the police. There is some evidence that he is part of an informal organization of high school seniors who are involved in a competition to have sex with as many girls as possible.

5. Lydia and Alex, both 27, have been living together for two years. After a particularly severe fight over finances, they make up and begin to kiss. She later claims that he then forced her to have sex with him against her wishes.

6. In the above case Lydia and Alex have been married for two years. Does this change the circumstances? Why or Why not?

7. Scott and Sherri are college juniors who have had three dates. On these dates, they have never engaged in any sexual activity beyond a brief goodnight kiss. On their fourth date, he invites her to an all-night drinking party at his fraternity house. She drinks too much, goes up to his room alone around 1 A.M., and falls asleep. In the morning, she wakes up to discover that they had intercourse during the night.

8. In the above situation Scott and Sherri went to the all-night drinking party at his fraternity. During the party Scott goes for beers for both of them and slips the drug GHB into Sherri’s beer and she drinks it. In the morning she realizes that she had intercourse during the night, perhaps with more than just Scott.

9. John is lonely one night and decides to head on down to Woodward and Eight Mile to ease his loneliness. He picks up Candy, a known prostitute and they go to a bar together. After many drinks John tells Candy it is time to go. She refuses, but he is able to drag her out of the bar anyway. John throws Candy down in the alley and proceeds to smack her, calling her terrible things all the while having intercourse with her. She begs him to stop.

10. Jessie and Jody are good friends and they work in the same office building. Jessie has been working at the office for five years, while Jody hired into the office just the past summer. Suddenly, Jody has been promoted over you for a position that you were applying for. Rumor has it that Jody and your boss have been seen at exclusive restaurants about town. Is this sexual harassment? Why or Why not?

