You Be the Judge: Cases of Homicide or Suicide

Name ________________

Directions. Using your vocabulary sheet, respond to the questions that correspond with the cases below.

1. Tommy is driving his boat at high speeds to impress some women onboard his new boat. He makes sharp turns and wide high-speed circles. On one of his turns he does not see Ricardo, an innocent canoeist, and Tommy runs him over with his boat. The propeller blade slices through Ricardo’s neck and he bleeds out before anyone can assist him. 

Has a crime been committed? Who committed the crime? What crime has been committed?

2. Police officer Stefan is patrolling his usual beat. Walking in front of the bank the alarms suddenly go off and a pair of bank robbers are exiting the bank and run full into Officer Stefan. One of the burglars shoots Stefan, wounding him in the shoulder. Stefan falls to the ground and draws his handgun and yells freeze, another shot is taken at Officer Stefan, who then squeezes off two rounds from his revolver. One shot kills the burglar who shot him and the other bullet wounds the other burglar.

Has a crime been committed? If so what? If not why?

Would Officer Stefan be charged with a crime? Why/Why not?

3. Nina, an eighty-nine year old lady, walks every month to the post office to pick up her Social Security check and cashes it at the bank next door. Melissa has been watching Nina for the last two months and decides to rob Nina. As Nina totters along, Melissa hides behind a tall hedgerow. As Nina passes Melissa jumps out from behind the bush scaring Nina causing a heart attack. Melissa runs away with Nina’s purse leaving Nina to suffer in anguish and eventually die.

Should Melissa be charged with a crime? If so what crime has been committed? If not why not?

4. Stephen was minding his own business at the U of M game cheering on the Maize & Blue. Robin, in the midst of cheering for his team the Ohio State Buckeyes, accidentally spilled his soda all over Stephen’s head. The two begin arguing, then pushing each other, while insulting one another’s team. Robin has had enough and doubles up his fist striking Stephen in the face. This causes Stephen to lose his balance and tumbles down the stairs of the stadium and strikes his head against the railing. Stephen does not recover and is dead on arrival at the hospital. 

What crime has been committed? Who has committed the crime? Explain in both instances.

5. Ben has been working and slaving in an automobile plant for the past 15 years. Things at home are not going very well. His wife is having an affair, his son Johnny is failing his classes and has been suspended once again for fighting, and his boss is constantly harassing him about the work he does. He is on his last nerve. The boss approaches him with a pink slip (she has been fired), and smiles to him and says, “You are a loser, and I knew you would mess up one day,” and walks away laughing. That was the last straw, he cleans out his locker and runs to his car and drives home. At home he finds another car in the driveway and heads upstairs and finds his wife is not alone. Ben heads downstairs, finds the shotgun in the closet, loads it with buckshot, goes back upstairs and shoots his wife and the gardener. Ben then drives back to work with the shotgun and takes the grin off of his former boss’s face with the shotgun.

What crimes have been committed in this case?  Is Ben justified in his actions at any time in this scenario?

6. Kara decides to shoot her archenemy Peter, whom she blames for all of her troubles. As she is driving to Peter’s home to carry out the deed, she hits a jogger who darts out from behind a tree. Stopping immediately, she rushes to help the jogger, who is already dead. Kara is upset until she discovers that the dead jogger is Peter. 

Assuming Kara was driving at a safe speed and the collision was unavoidable, is he guilty of 

murder?

7. Karen is cheated when she buys a car from Fast Eric’s Car Mart. She attempts to return the car but Eric just laughs and tells her to go away. Every time Karen has to make a repair on the car, she gets angry. Finally, she decides to wreck Eric’s 2006 Ford Mustang to get even. Following Eric home from work one evening, Karen tries to ram his car, hoping to bend the axle or frame. Instead of bending the frame, the collision ruptures Eric’s gas tank causing it and the car to explode, sending Eric through the roof of the car and into the very large oak tree killing him instantly.

Is Karen guilty of any crime? If so for what reason?

What was Karen’s motive in acting as she did? Should the motive be considered at any stage in the criminal justice process? Why or why not?

