The Laws & Values

You Be the Judge

Directions. For each of the following situations determine whether they are moral, economic, political, or social values are involved. Explain the reasons for your answers.
1. All drivers must stop at stop signs.

2. Government officials may not accept gifts from people who want them to pass certain laws.

3. Neil cheats on his tax returns.

4. All citizens may vote at age eighteen.

5. When driving you must wear a seatbelt.

6. The legal drinking age in Michigan is 21.

7. Special government programs lend money to minority owned businesses at low interest rates.

8. Mike is married but has been seen with other women.

9. You explain to a little old lady that you found @2000 and are willing to share it with her if she gives you $200 to secure your silence about it. She agrees and gives you the $200 and you tell her you have to go get the money.

10. Alex is shopping at Best Buy and slips the latest J-Lo CD in his pocket.

Key to You Be the Judge:

1. This is a social value. In our society, it is necessary to maintain an orderly driving system. Requiring all drivers to stop at stop signs protects pedestrians and other drivers. Have the students provide other reasons for this social value.

2. As such gifts could be seen as bribes, the moral value that bribery is wrong is evident. Politically, it is important that our officials be easily accessible to all constituents. An impartial government is important to our domestic society, so this involves a social value as well. Discouraging the use of money to improperly influence officials is the economic value involved.

3. Cheating on a tax return involves a combination of values. Because our government needs tax revenue to operate, criminal penalties discourage people from not paying their fair share. This involves economic and social values. Politically, it touches on how government punishes those who violate the law. It also describes a moral value. Most members of our society consider it wrong to lie, and cheating on a tax return constitutes lying to the government.

4. This reflects social and political values. It is important to society that politically mature citizens be allowed to vote. Also, voting is the way people select members of government, a political value.

5. This is another social value. It is necessary to maintain a safe driving system. Requiring all drivers to wear seatbelts protects drivers and their passengers from possible debilitating injuries. It can also be an economic value due to the rising costs of insurance/health care costs. No seatbelt= the possibility of extreme injury.

6. Social value. The society has deemed that “responsibility” in the area of alcohol consumption is not to be left up to 18 y/o. 

7. The disbursement of money to such groups and in such a manner (low interest rates) exhibits an economic value. Business stimulates the economy. The purposes behind such disbursement—to remedy past discrimination and/or to assist in the growth of such business—is a social value, In our scoeity, it isimportant that people be treated fairly.

8. This is a moral value. 

9. Societal value. Moral value. Economic value

10. Societal value. Moral, and economic

